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Prairie STRIPS Adoption in WI
2017 – First 3 Sites 
installed in 3 
counties

2021 – Total of 14 
sites in 11 counties, 
two sites in Fond du 
Lac County and two 
sites in Green Lake 
County are not on 
the map.  



Developing Site Specific Seed Mix

Things to consider:

• Goals and Objectives for the site (are you looking to address runoff, do you 
want to promote pollinators, do you want both, etc.)
• Use local examples/experts as a guide (Find remnant or well established 

prairie examples as a guide and/or local experts)
• Soil Texture of the site (some prairie plants can do well in sand, others will 

not and vice versa)
• Moisture Regime of the Site (same goes here as with the soil texture)
• Nurse crops can help prairie (spring plantings will benefit greatly from the 

weed suppression and soil stabilization of a nurse crop in its early stage)



Acquiring Seed 

Things to consider:

• Local Eco-types (individual prairie species can have sub-species that are 
more area specific, best to find seed harvested from within 200 miles)
• Watch Pure Live Seed (PLS) content (This is based on germination tests 

and is what should be used to determine if you are meeting the rate)
• Watch for contamination (check the seed bags for additional 

seed/materials content, I have seen invasive seed listed on bags!)
• Use proven/trusted seed sources (this is the best way to deal with the 

considerations listed above)
• Be ready to adjust your seed mix (seed availability/cost may require 

adjustments in rates of species and/or addition of other species)



Seeding Site Conditions

Things to look at:

• Prior Crop or Plant community (avoid sod forming plants or stiff stemmed 
crop residue, if possible) (Personal opinion – I will push to wait a year to 
seed into soybeans instead of corn)

• Can we get good seed to soil contact (prairie plants do not like to be 
planted deep, but they do require soil contact to grow) (why it can be good 
to avoid areas with an established sod forming community)

• Past & Future Management (in season mowing access, adjacent herbicide 
use considerations, etc.) (understanding the past and future plans for the 
area around the seeding can be invaluable in determining success)



Seeding Method and Timing
Drill or Broadcast/Fall or Spring?:

• Site conditions may dictate which method (to steep may require 
broadcasting or high runoff may warrant seed being placed in the ground)
• Prairie consists primarily of warm season species (this means seeding needs 

to happen before June 30th or after October 15th in WI as an example)
• Farming activities and timing of said may dictate a spring or fall seeding

(early crop planting around the site may limit access for seeding)
• Equipment and seed variety can dictate method and timing (native seed 

drill availablility and the seed size variation can effect seeding method)
• Personal preference of the designer and/or farmer (some folks have 

preferences to method and timing for a successful planting) 
• EVERONE NEEDS TO BE COMFORTABLE WITH ALL THAT IS HAPPENING!



Stoffel 1115 and 3570 STRIPS soils
Map Generated on:3/14/2018 SnapMap Version: 17 , Crop year: 2017
Stoffel 1115 and 3570 STRIPS soils
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9 Grasses, Sedges & Rushes

24 Forbs – including legumes and Monarch Species



Stoffel 3570-1 Strip Seeding
Kewaskum, WI

June 2017



Stoffel 3570-1 Strip Seeding
Kewaskum, WI

June 2017

Photo taken by Greg Olson



Bishop Strip Through Time
Pre-plant conditions 5/22/2018



Bishop Strip Through Time
Seeding 6/5/2018



Bishop Strip Through Time
Site Check 6/21/2018



Bishop Strip Through Time
July 2020

Picture courtesy of Stephanie Egner, Washington County Land and Water Conservation Department



IMPORTANT: No one practice can solve all 
issues.  A systems approach needs to be 

adopted to create a synergy between farm 
economic viability and watershed 

environmental health!



Thank You!
Greg Olson
Sand County Foundation
Field Projects Director
golson@sandcountyfoundation.org

“That the situation 
appears hopeless 

should not prevent us 
from doing our best.”

Aldo Leopold




