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of farm acres 
loses money 

of farm acres 
breaks even

of farm acres turns 
the total profit

Dr. Michael Swanson, Ag. Economist

Regardless of Location & Size…



“…but we are not doing this for water quality.”
-Case Study Farmer



44.0 acres

WISCONSIN CASE STUDY



• Soils are silt loam

• Steep, yet productive hills

• Flooding on the valley flats
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17.3 ac

WISCONSIN CASE STUDY



17.3 ac

17.3 total acres
Corn Profit $13.33/ac

$

WISCONSIN CASE STUDY



NEW CROP 3.87$      
YIELD 140
REVENUE 541.80$  

FIELD PROFIT 230.61$  

SEED 104.00$  
FERT./CHEM 128.93$  
EQUIPMENT 87.00$    
RENT 150.00$  
OTHER 58.54$    

528.47$  

2021 CROP BUDGET
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8.1 total acres
Corn Profit -$125.99/ac

9.2 total acres
Corn Profit $137.17/ac

$$

8.1 ac
9.2 ac

$$

WISCONSIN CASE STUDY



FIELD PROFIT 1,261.96$ 

NEW CROP 3.87$         
YIELD 172
REVENUE 665.64$    

SEED 104.00$    
FERT./CHEM 128.93$    
EQUIPMENT 87.00$       
RENT 150.00$    
OTHER 58.54$       

528.47$    

2021 BEST ACRES BUDGET
SEED 104.00$      
FERT./CHEM 128.93$      
EQUIPMENT 87.00$        
RENT 150.00$      
OTHER 58.54$        

528.47$      

2021 MARGINAL ACRES BUDGET

NEW CROP 3.87$          
YIELD 104
REVENUE 402.48$      

FIELD PROFIT (1,020.52)$ 

$$

$$
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WISCONSIN CASE STUDY

SEED 0
FERT./CHEM 0
EQUIPMENT 0
RENT 150.00$  
OTHER 0

150.00$  

STRIPS BUDGET w/CRP
SEED 150
FERT./CHEM 20
EQUIPMENT 25
RENT 150.00$      
OTHER 55

400.00$      

STRIPS BUDGET



WISCONSIN CASE STUDY

2021 2022
FIELD EXPENSE 9,142.53$ 6,076.92$ 
FIELD REVENUE 9,373.14$ 6,933.89$ 
FIELD PROFIT 230.61$    856.97$    



17.3 ac

Farmer Gains 

• Increase profit to $49.54/ac

• Increase average yield by +30/bu

• Spending $3,000 less to make $600 more.

• Environmental benefits of STRIPS

$

WISCONSIN CASE STUDY
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