Information
For Grazing Managers

re you a grazier interested in how your management affects grassland birds? Sand County
Foundation and Audubon Great Lakes can conduct surveys to identify the bird species that use
your pastures. These findings can help you manage livestock in ways to help improve nesting
habitat for these important birds.

1 Why grassland birds?

Grassland bird populations in North America have dropped by more than half since 1970%. In
Wisconsin, these birds often depend on prairies, hay and small grain fields, and well managed
pasture for breeding and survival.

How will this help guide my management?

Monitoring helps evaluate the effectiveness of our management practices, and
helps you understand how your land and bird habitat are changing over time.

Livestock grazing is a key vegetation management tool for grasslands. The vegetative
structure of your pastures isimportant as each grassland bird species has specific preferences
for grass height, density, and composition. Understanding which bird species are using your
land can help you manage for those you have, and those you hope to attract.

Who will conduct survey, and when?
An expert trained to identify birds by sight and sound will conduct a sunrise breeding bird survey on your farm. This
typically occurs in June, during the Wisconsin breeding season when the birds are easiest to observe. You will need
to schedule the visit with the surveyor, but you do not need to be present for the survey.

How do | request bird monitoring on my farm?

Please contact Sand County Foundation to determine if there is a bird survey expert available near you.
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