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Our mission

Establish strong rural
communities, social and
economic justice,
environmental stewardship,
and genuine opportunity for
all while engaging people in
decisions that affect the
quality of their lives and the
future of their communities.



WMAs at a glance

e Established by the Iowa Legislature in 2010 after historic
flooding.

e Intergovernmental agreements along watershed boundaries
(HUC-8 or smaller) between cities, counties, and soil and water

conservation districts.

e Focused on flood mitigation, water quality, education, outreach
etc.






Timeline

e 2010-2016: Iowa Watersheds Project
o $4.5 million from U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD)
o 5 watersheds
o 150+ structures built!

o 2016-2022: lTowa Watershed Approach
o $97 million from HUD

o 9 watersheds
o 700+ structures built!

o 2023 - 28 Watershed Management Authorities across the state!



Iowa Watershed Approach

Iowa Watersheds Project



2022 and 2023 surveys

e WMAs have implemented more than 2,600 conservation
practices statewide.

e More than 300 jurisdictions across the state belong to a WMA.

e 92% of WMA respondents have comprehensive watershed
management plans on file or in development.

e There is a demonstrated need from farmers and landowners to
install additional conservation practices.

e The number of WMASs with full-time watershed coordinators
shrunk from 13 to 7

e Decision makers could help them the most with support for
staffing.



Watershed management
authorities need funding

There Is no long-term, stable
financial support for such entities

By Drittoey ), Miller, T Gazetie

Towa's witershed management -
thorites are making positive paces

but they need more funding, ac
oording to & recont Cendor for Rursl
Affnirs roport.

The lowa Legiskature first enabled
watershed management authorities
in 2010 following the 2008 flood. They
A1 Agreements hetween citios, oo
t3es and sodl and water canservation

districts that coordinate water gual.
ity improvemnent and flood mdtigatson
etforts with landowners in water-
sheds — or areas where water drdng
mto a common water body.

lowa's 27 existing watershed msan-
ymwu suthorities cover 4 perosnt

the state. Across the they
have received 3 patchwork of fund-
ng from all levels of government,
along with community support.

Howuver, there is 0o loog-term,
stable Nnancial suppart for sach
ettities. Federal and state grants
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Advocacy



Advocacy



Local spotlight - Shell Rock River Watershed
Management Coalition






SRRWMC timeline

e Summer 2021 - outreach and formation.

e July 2021 - first meeting and election of officers.

e June 2022 - sign agreement with lowa DNR for $100,000.

e November 2022 - secure contractor for watershed planning.
e March 2023 - community open house.

e December 2023 - will publish watershed management plan.

e Soon - formation of a sister WMA, the Winnebago River Watershed
Management Authority. Includes Mason City!



Questions?

Kate Hansen, Senior Policy Associate
kateh(@cira.org

Cynthia Farmer, Policy Associate
cynthiaf(@cfra.org
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